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very well that Russia was a Government organ, Govern,
ment-subsidized and Government-directed.
When the Duma attempted to ascertain what Russia cost
the country, Stolypin had the check to send his associate
Kryzhanovsky with orders to declare before the Duma that
the newspaper Russia was a private publication. Ever since
then Russia, which is still in existence and which of course
does not have the slightest effect upon public opinion, is
usually referred to in the papers, as "a private publication,"
The constitutional Manifesto promised to grant the
people freedom of the press. Tn pursuance of the Manifesto
temporary regulations about the press were issued on No-
vember 14,1905, in the form of an Imperial decree. It con-
tained the following passage:
Before promulgating a general law regulating the functioning of
the press, we have deemed it advisable to issue the temporary regula-
tions regarding periodical publications, which were elaborated by the
Council of Ministers on the basis of the data furnished by Kobeko
and examined by the Imperial Council These regulations do away
with the control of the Administration over the periodical press and
subject the criminal deeds committed by means of the printed word
to the jurisdiction of the Courts of the land.
The application of these rules was materially obstructed
by the failure of many newly established periodical publi-
cations to comply with the demands of the law. For this
reason a set of additional regulations were published in
March of the following year. Upon the whole, these new
regulations did not violate the principles of freedom of
the press and the principle of responsibility to the Courts
for crimes committed through the printed word. Several
days after my withdrawal from the post of President of
the Council of Ministers, there were issued regulations
relating to the non-periodical press.
Seven years have passed since the publication of the
constitutional Manifesto and no definite law regarding the